Summer Trip to China
By: Christine Fabio

Over the summer, while everyone was lounging around the pool, a few students got to take part in an experience of a lifetime-- traveling across the ocean to the great unknown: China. To be apart of the exchange program, a student must have at least two years of Chinese language studied, and at least a letter grade of a B or higher.  Sometimes an exception can be made at the end of the first year of Chinese language if the students do well. 
It is apparent that the students’ skills in Chinese improve after the trip. This three to four week trip consists of a busy schedule: school starts at around 8:30 in China and ends nine hours later, a two hour lunch is in between during the long day. 
On weekends, the student’s host family takes them to different places to see, enjoy, and experience the culture. Chinese teacher, Qiong Jan was able to experience the trip with her students for her first time in the program this summer. From her experience she can say with pride that she is, “proud of the program, and happy to see progress from both sides.” 
This past summer student, Lauren Ott, visited China with the program, and she said, “That trip hands down was the best trip of my life, and I plan on going again next year…” From the questions that were asked while interviewing, it was obvious from the answers that she had an amazing experience traveling to China. According to Lauren Ott, the food was great and the host families were fun to be around.
New bonds were formed. True friendship never dies with distance. As the trip nears an end, emotions would rise, and the fond memory of that trip will forever be with the students who experienced an amazing trip to China.
