Text a Tip
By: Shayanna Spader

Have you ever wanted to know more information about Text-A-Tip? When did it start? Where is the message sent to? How useful is it for our school district? Well here is some information to help you answer some questions you may have. 
Text-A-Tip was launched in March of 2007 by the Douglas County Sheriff’s office. When you send a message through Text-A-Tip, your message gets sent to Douglas County Schools and the Douglas County Sheriff’s office. Each school in the district has been assigned a keyword that tells the district office your schools name. If you ever use Text-A-Tip, you will text your schools keyword and then type your concern or issue. 
After you send the message you will receive a text back saying “alias ID number” and something that says your message has been received. Your tip will then be sent to the Douglas County School District Emergency dispatch center. The dispatcher will then text back and forth with you to find out more details about your issue or concern. After that they will take it from there to handle the situation. The majority of texts are concerns about drugs. 
For the first two months of Text-A-Tip, there were 57 prank texts, but out of about 16,000-17,000 high school students this is viewed as a very successful number. Chaparral High School’s keyword is 274-637; contact for any concerns or issues you have.	
